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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner^s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Robert M. Meeks (Reg. No. 40,723) on August 24, 2007. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended) A m e thod according to Claim 1 A method of 
communicating with a wireless terminal the method comprising: 

communicating between the wireless terminal and a first node according to a first radio 
configuration of a first set of radio configurations supported by the first node: 

identifying a second radio configuration available for a second node that supports a 
second set of radio configurations that is different from the first set of radio configurations; and 

simultaneously communicating between the wireless terminal and respective ones of the 
first and second nodes according to the identified second radio configuration using common 
channel coding including a common spreading code , wherein a first one of the first and second 
sets of radio configurations is constrained to radio configurations that are compliant with a 
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wireless communications standard, and wherein a second one of the first and second sets of radio 
configurations comprises radio configurations compliant with the wireless communications 
standard and radio configurations that are non-compliant with the wireless communications 
standard. 

3. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim + 2, wherein a the first one of 
the first and second sets of radio configurations is constrained to IS-95 compUant radio 
configurations, and wherein a the second one of the first and second sets of radio configurations 
includes IS-2000 compliant radio configurations that are non-compliant with IS-95. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 4- 2, wherein 

simultaneously communicating between the wireless terminal and respective ones of the first and 
second nodes according to the second radio configuration further comprises: 

receiving first and second signals transmitted from respective ones of the first and second 
nodes at the wireless terminal; and 

processing the first and second signals according to a common process. 

6. (Original) A method according to Claim 5: 

wherein receiving first and second signals transmitted from respective ones of the first 
and second nodes at the wireless terminal comprises receiving a composite signal including the 
first and second signals; and 
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wherein processing the first and second signals according to a common process 
comprises processing the composite signal according to a RAKE process. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 4- 2, wherein the first and 
second radio configurafions comprise code division multiple access (CDMA) radio 
configurations. 

8. (Currently Amended) A m e thod according to Claim 1 A method of 
communicating with a wireless terminal the method comprising: 

communicating between the wireless terminal and a first node according to a first radio 
configuration of a first set of radio configurations supported by the first node; 

identifying a second radio configuration available for a second node that supports a 
second set of radio configurations that is different from the first set of radio configurations: and 

simultaneously communicating between the wireless terminal and respective ones of the 
first and second nodes according to the identified second radio configuration using a common 
channel coding including a common spreading code, wherein th e first node support s a first set of 
radio configurations and wh e r e in th e s e cond node supports a the second set of radio 
configurations that includes only a subset of the first set of radio configurations. 

9. (Currently Amended) A m e thod according to Claim 1 A method of communicating with a 
wireless terminal, the method comprising: 

communicating between the wireless terminal and a first node according to a first radio 
configuration of a first set of radio configurations supported by the first node: 
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identifying a second radio configuration available for a second node that supports a 
second set of radio configurations that is different from the first set of radio configurations: and 

simultaneously communicating between the wireless terminal and respective ones of the 
first and second nodes according to the identified second radio configuration using a common 
channel coding including a common spreading code, wh e r e in th e first nod e s upports a first sot of 
radio configurations, wherein th e s e cond nod e supports a s e cond set of radio configurations, and 
wherein the first set of radio configurafions includes only a subset of the second set of radio 
configurations. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 4- 2, wherein identifying a second radio 
configuration available for a second node is proceeded by identifying the second node as a best 
candidate node according to a predetermined criterion. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 4- 2, wherein simultaneously 
communicating between the wireless terminal and respective ones of the first and second nodes 
according to the idenfified second radio configuration is preceded by requesting communicafion 
according to the second radio configuration from the wireless terminal. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 4- 2, wherein simultaneously 
communicating between the wireless terminal and respective ones of the first and second nodes 
according to the idenfified second radio configurafion is preceded by*commanding the wireless 
terminal to communicate according to the second radio configurafion. 
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13. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 4- 2, wherein simultaneously 
communicating between the wireless terminal and respective ones of the first and second nodes 
according to the identified second radio configuration is followed by terminating 
communications between the wireless terminal and the first node while confinuing 
communications between the wireless terminal and the second node. 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently Amended) A m e thod according to Claim 1 4 A method of performing handoff of a 
wireless terminal from a first base station supporting a first set of radio configurations to a 
second base station supporting a second set of radio configurations that is different than the first 
set of radio configurations, the method comprising: 

determining whether a common radio configuration having a common channel coding 
including a common spreading code is available for the first and second base stations: and 

handing off the wireless terminal from the first base station to the second base stafion 
based on the determination of whether a common radio configuration is available for the first and 
second base stations, wherein a first one of the first and second sets of radio configurations is 
constrained to radio configurations that are compliant with a wireless communications standard, 
and wherein a second one of the first and second sets of radio configurations comprises radio 
configurafions that are compliant with the wireless communications standard and radio 
configurations that are non-compliant with the wireless communications standard. 
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16. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 44 15, wherein a the first one of the first 
■and second sets of radio configurations is constrained to IS-95 compliant radio configurations, 
and wherein a the second one of the first and second sets of radio configurations includes IS- 
2000 compliant radio configurations that are non-compliant with IS-95. 

17. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 44 15, wherein handing off the wireless 
terminal from the first base station to the second base station based on the determination of 
whether a common radio configuration is available for the first and second base stations 
comprises performing a soft handoff of the wireless terminal using the common radio 
configuration. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 17 A method of performing handoff of a 
wireless terminal from a first base station supporting a first set of radio configurations to a 
second base station supporting a second set of radio configurations that is different than the first 
set of radio configurations, the method comprising: 

determining whether a common radio configuration having a common channel coding 
including a common spreading code is available for the first and second base stations: and 

handing off the wireless terminal from the first base station to the second base station 
based on the determination of whether a common radio configuration is available for the first and 
second base stations. 

wherein handing off the wireless terminal from the first base station to the second base 
station based on the determination of whether a common radio configuration is available for the 
first and second base stations comprises performing a soft handoff of the wireless terminal using 
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the common radio configuration, and wherein performing a soft handoff of the wireless terminal 
using the common radio configuration comprises[[:]] changing the radio configuration used for 
communications between the first base station and the wireless terminal to the common radio 
configuration[[,]] and then communicating between the second base station and the wireless 
terminal according to the common radio configuration. 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 44 17, wherein performing a soft 
handoff of the wireless terminal using the common radio configuration further comprises: 

receiving first and second signals transmitted by respective ones of the first and second 
base stations at the wireless terminal; and 

processing the first and second received signals according to a common process. 

21. (Original) A method according to Claim 20: 

wherein receiving first and second signals transmitted by respective ones of the first and 
second base stations at the wireless terminal comprises receiving a composite signal including 
the first and second signals; and 

wherein processing the :first and second received signals according to a common process 
comprises processing the composite signal according to a RAKE process. 



22. (Currently Amended) A m e thod according to Claim 1 4 A method of performing 
handoff of a wireless terminal from a first base station supporting a first set of radio 



Application/Control Number: 09/754,490 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2616 

configurations to a second base station supporting a second set of radio configurations that is 
different than the first set of radio configurations, the method comprising: 

determining whether a common radio configuration having a common channel coding 
including a common spreading code is available for the first and second base stations: and 

handing off the wireless terminal from the first base station to the second base station 
based on the determination of whether a common radio configuration is available for the first and 
second base stations, wherein handing off the wireless terminal from the first base station to the 
second base station based on the determination of whether a common radio configuration is 
available for the first and second base stations comprises performing a hard handoff from the 
first base stafion to the second base station if a common radio configuration is not available. 

23. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 44 15, wherein the common radio 
configuration comprises a code division mulfiple access (CDMA) radio configurafion. 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Currently Amended) A system according to Claim 24 A wireless communications system, 
comprising: 

a first node operative to communicate with a wireless terminal according to any of a first 
set of radio configurations: and 

a radio configuration control circuit operative to identify a common radio configuration 
of the first set of radio configurations that is also a member of a second set of radio 
configurations supported by a second node and to responsively cause the first and second nodes 
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to simultaneously communicate with the wireless terminal according to the identified common 
radio configuration using a common channel coding including a common spreading code. 
wherein a first one of the first and second sets of radio configurations is constrained to radio 
configurations that are compliant with a wireless communications standard, and wherein a 
second one of the first and second sets of radio configurations comprises radio configurations 
that are compliant with the wireless communications standard and radio configurations that are 
non-compliant with the wireless communications standard. 

26. (Currently Amended) A system according to Claim 34 25, wherein a first one of the first and 
second sets of radio configurations is constrained to IS-95 compliant radio configurations, and 
wherein a second one of the first and second sets of radio configurations includes IS-2000 
compliant radio configurations that are non-compliant with IS-95. 

27. (Currently Amended) A system according to Claim 24 25, wherein the radio configuration 
control circuit is operative to command the wireless terminal to communicate with the first and 
second nodes according to the identified common radio configuration responsive to identification 
of the common radio configuration. 

28. (Currently Amended) A system according to Claim 34 25, wherein the radio configuration 
control circuit is operative to receive a request from the wireless terminal to communicate with 
the first base node according to the identified common radio configuration and to responsively 
cause the first node to change its communications with the wireless terminal to conform to the 
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29. (Currently Amended) A system according to Claim 34 25, wherein the set of radio 
configurations comprises a set of code division multiple access (CDMA) radio configurations. 

30. (Currently Amended) A system according to Claim 24 25, wherein the first node comprises a 
base station. 

31 . (Currently Amended) A system according to Claim 24 25, wherein the radio configuration 
control circuit is positioned at a mobile switching center. 

32. (Currently Amended) A wireless terminal, comprising: 

a transceiver circuit operative to communicate according to a set of radio configurations; 

and 

a radio configuration control circuit coupled to the transceiver circuit and operative to 
cause the transceiver circuit to communicate with a first node using a first radio configuration of 
the set of radio configurations, to identify a second radio configuration of the set of radio 
configurations supported by a second node, and to responsively cause the transceiver circuit to 
simultaneously communicate with respective ones of the first and second nodes according to the 
second radio configuration using a common channel coding including a common spreading code, 
wherein the first node supports a first set of radio configurations constrained to radio 
configurations that are compliant with a wireless communications standard, and wherein the 
second node supports a second set of radio configurations that comprises radio configurations 
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compliant with the wireless communications standard and radio configurations that are non- 
compliant with the wireless communications standard. 

33. (Original) A terminal according to Claim 32, wherein the radio configuration control circuit 
is operative to cause the transceiver circuit to transmit a request to simultaneously communicate 
with the first and second nodes. 

34. (Original) A terminal according to Claim 32, wherein the radio configuration control circuit 
is operative to cause the transceiver circuit to simultaneously communicate with the first and 
second nodes responsive to a command received by the transceiver circuit. 

35. (Original) A terminal according to Claim 32, wherein the set of radio configurations 
comprises a set of code division multiple access (CDMA) radio configurations. 

36. (Canceled) 

37. (Cunently Amended) A syst e m according to Claim 36 A system, comprising: 

Ineans for communicating between a wireless tetTninal and a first node according to a first radio 
configuration of a first set of radio configurations supported by the first node; 
means for identifying a second radio configuration available for a second node that supports a 
second set of radio configurations that is different from the first set of radio configurations: and 
means, responsive to the means for identifying a second radio configuration available for a 
second node that supports a second set of radio configurations that is different from the first set 
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of radio configurations, for simultaneously communicating between the wireless terminal and 
respective ones of the first and second nodes according to the identified second radio 
configuration using a common channel coding including a common spreading code, wherein a 
first one of the first and second sets of radio configurations is constrained to radio configurations 
that are compliant with a wireless communications standard, and wherein a second one of the 
first and second sets of radio configurations comprises radio configurations compliant with the 
wireless communications standard and radio configurations that are non- compliant with the 
wireless communications standard. 

38. (Original) A system according to Claim 37, wherein a first one of the first and second sets of 
radio configurations is constrained to IS-95 compliant radio configurations, and wherein a 
second one of the first and second sets of radio configurations includes IS- 2000 compliant radio 
configurations that are non-compliant with IS-95. 

39. (Original) A system according to Claim 37, wherein the first and second radio configurations 
comprise code division multiple access (CDMA) radio configurations. 

40. (Canceled) 

41. (Currently Amended) A s yst e m according to Claim 4 0 A system, comprising: 

means for determining whether a common radio configuration having a common channel 
coding including a common spreading code is available for first and second base stations, the 
first base station supporting a first set of radio configurations and the second base station 
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supporting a second set of radio configurations that is different than the first set of radio 
configurations; and 

means, responsive to the means for determining whether a common radio configuration 
having a common channel coding including a common spreading code is available for first and 
second base stations, for handing off the wireless terminal from the first base station to the 
second base station based on a determination of whether a common radio configuration is 
available for the first and second base stations, wherein a first one of the first and second sets of 
radio configurations is constrained to radio configurations that are compliant with a wireless 
communications standard, and wherein a second one of the first and second sets of radio 
configurations comprises radio configurations that are compliant with the wireless 
communications standard and radio configurations that are non-compliant with the wireless 
communications standard. 

42. (Currently Amended) A system according to Claim 40 41, wherein a first one of the first and 
second sets of radio configurations is constrained to IS-95 compliant radio configurations, and 
wherein a second one of the first and second sets of radio configurations includes IS-2000 
compliant radio configurations that are non-compliant with IS-95. 

43. (Currently Amended) A system according to Claim 40 41, wherein the means for handing off 
the wireless terminal from the first base station to the second base station based on a 
determination of whether a common radio configuration is available for the first and second base 
stations comprises means for performing a soft handoff of the wireless terminal using the 
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44. (Currently Amended) A syst e m according to Claim 40 A system, comprising: 

means for determining, whether a common radio configuration having a common channel 
coding including a common spreading code is available for first and second base stations, the 
first base station supporting a first set of radio configurations and the second base station 
supporting a second set of radio configurations that is different than the first set of radio 
configurations: and 

means, responsive to the means for determining whether a common radio configuration 
having a common channel coding including a common spreading code is available for first and 
second base stations, for handing off the wireless terminal from the first base station to the 
second base station based on a determination of whether a common radio configuration is 
available for the first and second base stations, wherein the means for handing off the wireless 
terminal from the first base station to the second base station based on a determination of 
whether a common radio configuration is available for the first and second base stations 
comprises means for performing a hard handoff from the first base station to the second base 
station if a common radio configuration is not available. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With regard to claims 2,15,25,32,37,41, the prior art of record fails to anticipate or 
make obvious "... a first one of the first and second sets of radio configurations is 
constrained to radio configurations that are compliant with a wireless communications 
standard, and wherein a second one of the first and second sets of radio configurations 
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comprises radio configurations compliant with the wireless communications standard 
and radio configurations that are non-compliant with the wireless communications 
standard." 

With regard to claim 8, the prior art of record fails to anticipate or make obvious 
"... the second set of radio configurations includes only a subset of the first set of radio 
configurations." 

With regard to claim 9, the prior art of record fails to anticipate or make obvious 
"... the first set of radio configurations includes only a subset of the second set of radio 
configurations." 

With regard to claim 18, "... wherein handing off the wireless terminal from the 
first base station to the second base station based on the determination of whether a 
common radio configuration is available for the first and second base stations 
comprises performing a soft handoff of the wireless terminal using the common radio 
configuration, and wherein performing a soft handoff of the wireless terminal using the 
common radio configuration comprises changing the radio configuration used for 
communications between the first base station and the wireless terminal to the common 
radio configuration and then communicating between the second base station and the 
wireless terminal according to the common radio configuration." 
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With regard to claim 22, the prior art of record fails to anticipate or make obvious 
"... wherein handing off the wireless terminal from the first base station to the second 
base station based on the determination of whether a common radio configuration is 
available for the first and second base stations comprises performing a hard handoff 
from the first base station to the second base station if a common radio configuration is 
not available." 

With regard to claim 44, the prior art of record fails to anticipate or make obvious 
"...wherein the means for handing off the wireless terminal from the first base station to 
the second base station based on a determination of whether a common radio 
configuration is available for the first and second base stations comprises means for 
performing a hard handoff from the first base station to the second base station if a 
common radio configuration is not available." 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blanche Wong whose telephone number is 571-272- 
.3177. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 830am to 
530pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edan Orgad can be reached on 571-272-7884. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300, 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from [he 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




BW 

August 24, 2007 
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